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PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

THE LIFE OF GALILEO  Bertolt Brecht Dec. 1975
ANDROCLES AND THE LION  Bernard Shaw Mar. 1976
SWEENEY TODD   George Dibdin Pitt Dec. 1976
OLIVER!    Lionel Bart Mar. 1977
BIRDS     Aristophanes Dec. 1977
TWELFTH NIGHT   Wm. Shakespeare Feb. 1979
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST Oscar Wilde Dec. 1979
ANTONIO'S REVENGE  John Marston Dec. 1980
THE DEVIL'S DISCIPLE  Bernard Shaw Dec. 1981
ENTER A FREE MAN (STAFF)  Tom Stoppard Jul. 1982
CHIPS WITH EVERYTHING  Arnold Wesker Dec. 1982
THE GOLDEN MASQUE OF AGAMEMNON John Wiles Feb. 1983
TOAD OF TOAD HALL  A. A. Milne Jul. 1983
THE ROYAL HUNT OF THE SUN  Peter Shaffer Dec. 1983
ACCIDENTAL  DEATH  OF  AN  ANARCHIST (6th Form) Dario Fo  Mar. 1984
THE REAL INSPECTOR HOUND (Staff) Tom Stoppard Jul. 1984
BEYOND A JOKE (SIXTH FORM) Derek Benfield Nov. 1984
HUBERT AND THE FIREWORK  Martin Knight Dec. 1984
MEDEA    Euripides  Mar. 1985
WHITE LIARS/BLACK COMEDY (Staff) Peter Shaffer Jul. 1985
MY FAIR LADY (SIXTH FORM)  Lerner & Lowe May 1986
THE SPORT OF MY MAD MOTHER Ann Jellicoe Jul. 1986
JACK AND THE BEANSTALK (6th Form)   Dec. 1987
FROGS    Aristophanes Mar. 1987
THE COMEDY OF ERRORS  Wm. Shakespeare Dec. 1987
THE THWARTING OF BARON BOLLIGREW  Robert Bolt Jul. 1988
CINDERELLA (Staff)   John Morley Dec. 1988
THE INJUSTICE DONE TO TOU NGO Kuan Han Ch'ing
  &  AFTER MAGRITTE (6th Form) Tom Stoppard Mar. 1989
OEDIPUS THE KING   Sophocles Mar. 1990
DRACULA SPECTACULA  Gardiner & Parr Dec. 1990
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Wm. Shakespeare Mar. 1992
DOCTOR FAUSTUS   Christopher Marlowe Dec. 1992
CULTURE BEAT   Paul Gerrard Mar. 1994
HIAWATHA   Michael Bogdanov Dec. 1994
ALADDIN (Staff)   John Morley Dec. 1995
’TIS PITY SHE’S A WHORE   John Ford  Feb. 1997
GHETTO    Joshua Sobol Feb. 1998
THE SEVEN SIDED DICE  Phil Rean & Mike Smith Jul. 1999
MACBETH    Wm. Shakespeare Feb. 2000
AMADEUS    Peter Shaffer Dec. 2000
THE NATIVITY   Tony Harrison Dec. 2001
THE BACCHAE OF EURIPIDES  Wole Soyinka Dec. 2002
DICK WHITTINGTON (Staff)  John Morley Dec. 2003
JOSEPH & HIS AMAZING... (Year 7) Andrew Lloyd Webber Jul. 2004
LORD OF THE FLIES   Nigel Williams Dec. 2004
TREASURE ISLAND (Year 7)  Stephen Kingsbury Jul. 2005
OLIVER!    Lionel Bart Dec. 2005
BUGSY MALONE (Year 7)  Alan Parker Jul. 2006
ENTER A FREE MAN   Tom Stoppard Dec. 2006
THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS (Year 7) Alan Bennett Jul. 2007

The production of Hamlet that you are about to see is the product of 
the joint creative effort of cast and director. I have never before placed 
so many decisions directly in the hands of the cast.  Sometimes this has 
been very scary: at almost every stage the more extreme the reading, 
the more likely it was to meet with approval. One speech, in particular, 
has ended up being presented in a way I never intended for 
performance but only as a kind of exercise—but everyone who saw it 
loved it so much that it has stayed. Mostly, however, this process has 
worked in our favour: our Ghost, for example, has ended up no kindly 
father figure but a soul so conflicted by the legions of the damned that 
it is no wonder Hamlet doubts whether it is truly his father’s spirit. It 
would be rash to claim this as a wholly original take, but I have 
certainly never seen it done quite like this before.

We never had any doubt that this would be a modern dress 
production. But what to make of Claudius, King of Denmark?  We 
thought of making him the CEO of a multinational corporation (as in 
Michael Almereyda’s recent movie) or a charismatic tele-evangelist. 
Tempting as they were, both of these approaches would have meant 
suppressing the play’s political content and so weakening the ending. 
We soon settled on a kind of Euro-West Wing, with Claudius as a 
presidential-looking Danish king surrounded by suited palace staff and 
press officers. This seems to work surprisingly well and has the 
advantage that almost every character is immediately recognisable.

The text, of course, had to be edited—and seeing that there is no 
standard text of the original ‘acting’ version, as there is with Macbeth 
and most of the rest, it was a challenge and a pleasure to go back to 
the folio and quartos and distill a new version for Shock Tactics. Some 
scenes and speeches have had to go in the interest of keeping the 
production at a reasonable length, but we sincerely hope that what is 
left will speak clear and fresh to our audience, whether or not they are 
familiar with this extraordinary play.

JMS



L O R E M  I P S U M  D O L O R  A H M E T

Donec arcu risus diam amet sit. Congue tortor cursus risus vestibulum commodo nisl, luctus augue 
amet quis aenean maecenas sit, donec velit iusto, morbi felis elit et nibh. Vestibulum volutpat dui 

lacus consectetuer, mauris at suspendisse, eu wisi rhoncus eget nibh velit.

C U R A B I T U R  L A B O R E :! $ 2 4 9 . 0 0

Donec, sed gravida a dolor luctus, congue arcu id diam praesent, 
pretium ac, ullamcorper non hac in quisque hac. Magna amet libero 
maecenas justo. Nam at wisi donec amet nam, quis nulla euismod 
neque in enim, libero curabitur libero, tempus arcu egestas molestie 
pede lorem eu. Posuere tempus porttitor odio urna et gravida, 
hasellus sed sit. Nu!a nunc lectus porttitor vitae 

pulvinar magna
Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad per 
inceptos hamenaeos

A E N E A N  I A C U L I S :! $ 4 4 9 . 0 0

Praesent integer leo orci aliquam, nibh a. Diam nobis eget, erat 
natoque integer fringilla viverra. Fermentum pede fringilla urna 
semper, pede quam scelerisque et enim in commodo, dictum a 
consequatur arcu. Adipiscing volutpat, ut adipiscing egestas, urna 
integer, purus auctor beatae amet luctus, velit justo donec 
necessitatibus. Et tincidunt nunc, morbi curabitur. Proin metus urna porta non, 

tincidunt ornare
Semper vehicula, elit ligula 
dignissim mauris

N U N C  U T  L E C T U S :! $ 2 9 9 9 . 0 0

Enim ridiculus aliquet penatibus amet, tellus at morbi, mi hac, mus 
sit mauris facere. Natoque et. Sit nam duis montes, arcu pede elit 
molestie, amet quisque sed egestas urna non, vestibulum nibh 
suspendisse. Molestie eros leo placerat porttitor, et felis faucibus id 
urna, quam luctus ante eros etiam tellus, vel diam. Nec etiam dui 
accusamus, morbi at elit ipsum sit diam. Libero purus sodales mauris, eu 

vehicula lectus velit nec velit
Nunc vel purus rhoncus magna 
laoreet vestibulum

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ligula nulla pretium, 

rhoncus tempor placerat fermentum, enim integer 

ad vestibulum volutpat. Nisl rhoncus turpis est, vel 

elit, congue wisi enim nunc ultricies sit, magna 

tincidunt. Maecenas aliquam maecenas ligula 

nostra, accumsan taciti. Sociis mauris in integer, a 

dolor netus non dui aliquet, sagittis felis sodales, 

dolor sociis mauris, vel eu libero cras. Interdum at. 

Eget habitasse elementum est, ipsum purus pede 

porttitor class, ut adipiscing, aliquet sed auctor, 

imperdiet arcu per diam dapibus libero duis. Enim 

eros in vel, volutpat nec leo, scelerisque nec. Ac 

dolor ac adipiscing amet bibendum nullam, massa 

lacus molestie ut libero nec, diam et, pharetra 

sodales eget, feugiat ullamcorper id tempor eget id 

vitae. Mauris pretium eget aliquet, lectus 

tincidunt. Porttitor mollis imperdiet libero 

senectus pulvinar. Etiam molestie lorem.

Consectetuer arcu ipsum ornare pe!entesque vehicula, in 
vehicula diam, ornare magna erat.
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We owe a great debt of gratitude to:

Nick James for the video monitors and cameras

A. Yeatman & Sons for the loan of the coffin

Ashburton Fencing Club

Alec ?!?!?!

Paul Gerrard

Lighting equipment provided by Point Source productions 
Ltd. 
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